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TOWN OF WENHAM 
Historical Commission / Historic District Commission 

Meeting of September 20, 2018 / 521st Meeting 
Hamilton Wenham Public Library, 14 Union Street, Hamilton 

 
 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Commission members, a meeting of the Historical Commission (HC) / Historic District Commission (HDC) was held on 
Thursday September 20, 2018 at 6:30 pm, 2nd floor Local History Conference Room. 
 
The Historical Commission / Historic District Commission meets as needed, primarily to review applications for Certificates of 
Appropriateness regarding new construction or modifications to existing buildings located in the Historic District along Main Street from 
Beverly to the Hamilton town line. 
D. Bagnell (2021); D. Bannon (2021); B. Locke (2021); H. Davis (2020); M. Wood (2020); M. McDonnell (2020) 
Community Preservation Commission Designee:  B. Locke  
 
With a quorum present, the Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:40 pm.  
Commissioners present: Dana Bagnell, Chairman; Harriet Davis; Mimi McDonnell; Mary Wood  
Not present: Don Bannon; Meredith Hiller; Barbara Locke 
Also Present; Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary 
 
Approval of Minutes - August 23, 2018  
The Commission unanimously approved the meeting minutes of August 23, 2018. 
 
Old Business  
Sports Stop Trailer - The storage trailer on the property of the Sports Stop, 67 Main Street, has been removed. 
 
New Business  
 
• Letter from Gloucester Historical Commission  

 Letter from Mary Ellen Lepionka, Co-Chair Gloucester Historical Commission. September 5, 2018 
The Commission acknowledged the receipt of a letter form the Gloucester Historical Commission in which the Co-Chair 
requested any data the Wenham HDC might have on impacts of National Register status on visitors and traffic. 
The Commissioners agreed that although they were sympathetic to the efforts of the Gloucester Historical Commission, but 
Wenham does not have the same situation and therefore does not have data or experience to provide. 
 
• Representative to Community Preservation Committee (CPC)  
Although Ms. Locke was not present, the Commissioners were under the impression that Ms. Locke would continue to serve on 
the CPC for another term. 
Vote: The Commissioners unanimously voted to designate Barbara Locke as the HDC/HC representative to the Community Preservation 
Commission for the next term. 
 
• Application for Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for 145 Main Street  

 Application 9.11.18 
 
Applicant and home owner Ben LeBlanc, 145 Main Street, was present and spoke to his application and request to alter the 
front right of the structure’s exterior features with the addition of one new window, and two replacement windows. 
Mr. LeBlanc reviewed the HDC approved a more elaborate plan last year to add a second story but this project is on hold; the 
COA for that project expired. 
The Commission discussed the application and it was agreed that the new window, and replacement windows, may be of the 
same material and style of the other front facing windows, specifically six over six double hung windows. 
 
Vote: Ms. Davis moved to approve a new Certificate of Appropriateness for 145 Main Street to replace two windows and add one window, right front 
side of the house with 6 over 6 double hung windows in the same style material as existing front facing windows.   The motion carried unanimously. 
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• Mr. Bagnell reported that he witnessed the property owner of 295 Main Street in the process of replacing the wooden 
business sign with a granite sign.  Mr. Bagnell went on to say the wooden sign was old and in need of replacement and because 
the granite sign was smaller in scope he anticipated there would be no objection.  The Commissioners present concurred. 
Ms. Bresnahan would be asked to send David Cutter a letter from the Commission. 

   
• Review and provide feedback on intern research project on updating Historic District and Historical Commission bylaws  
 General Bylaw Amendment:  Historic District Commission/Historical Commission- redlined version 

 
Ms. Davis reviewed that the Commission recently became aware that the Wenham HDC bylaws were not easily discernable on 
the web site and that the Historic District Commission General Bylaws were enmeshed into the Historic Commission General 
Bylaws. 
Ms. Davis had volunteered to work with a student intern form the Permitting Office to clarify and clean-up the two bylaws. 
The Commissioners were provided with a red lined amended version and it was agreed this document be forwarded to Town 
Counsel for review along with the consideration of a fine of $100 per day per violation be included.  
 
Vote: Ms. Davis moved to accept, as presented, the General Bylaw Amendment:  Historic District Commission/Historical Commission and forward 
this document to Town Counsel, including the proposed violation fine of $100, per day, per violation. 
The motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
Next meetings: October 25, November 29, and December 27. 
 
The Commissioners unanimously adjourned at 7:19 pm 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
9.22.18 
 
 
 


